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	Definition of A Mary Sue

Hello everyone, Apocalypse here. After seeing some people on here complain about too many Mary-Sue's in the fandom, I decided to post this. In order to not violate the rules, please enjoy this very short story first while I get to the point.

_This is the story of Mary Sue. Mary Sue was the most powerful hero in all of Ninjago, mastering all the elements and some of her own that no one else had. She had just helped the ninja, saving them from a powerful enemy she easily defeated. _

_She was so powerful and so perfect that no one could defeat her. She hardly needed any training from the ninja too. Mary Sue was so happy that she loved the ninja and the ninja loved her. In fact-_

Blah, gag, I need to stop. This is terrible and the crappiness is giving me a headache. I'll just post something cute about Jay and Nya down the bottom…

* * *

><p>Anyway, what makes a Mary Sue? I've heard a lot of things. But I'm going to explain what really makes a Mary Sue.<p>

**Appearance:**

_*Cough* Kai's hair style, Zane's hair style, Ash's hair, Shade/Shadow, Paleman, Tox, Chamille's hair, Morro's hair *Cough*_

I'm sorry to say this, but unless you want to call all these character's Mary Sues, then I think you need to leave appearance out of the complaining. It doesn't matter what a character looks like. No one cares or no one should care. Otherwise almost every anime character would count as Mary Sues as well. And before you say it's impossible for canon characters to be Mary Sue's, you're wrong. A perfect example would be Ninjago's very own Skylor. I will explain why later.

**Ninja Status:**

I'm sorry, but if the OC isn't a ninja than why are they in the story? It's either ninja, samurai, elemental master or medic. If not, then they're a minor character and should be paid barely any attention.

I've read amazing fanfic with female ninja OCs. VelvetPersona, for example. If you judge a story based on whether or not, it has OCs in it than you are seriously limiting your reading. Yes, some fanfic authors do write things we are sick and tired of seeing. Some clichés are annoying. But becoming a ninja isn't a cliché. It's just a lot of people whining.

**Elemental Powers:**

I shouldn't even need to go over this one. Characters with original elemental powers are amazing. It's not a Mary Sue trait. If they have a canon element, they need to be related to that character. If they don't, the OC has more freedom. I see no problem with this.

**Related to a character:**

I think this is a brilliant way to introduce a character. It's a lot better than just shoving the OC in there (unless you have a good reason why). Being related to one of the ninja should not take away from the character's status as original and unique. Going back to VelvetPersona (who is the best Ninjago fanfiction author on here. One of the only people who can write all of the characters in character while still balancing amazing OCs), is a great example. The only reason her OC Ebony Garmadon isn't my favorite is because all of her OCs are so well done that I can't pick a favorite.

Being related to a ninja is not a Mary Sue trait. Stop treating it like it is. It may be annoying because you've seen it done before but that doesn't make it a Mary Sue trait.

**Love:**

Oh my fucking-

Romance happens to the most popular genre. Most books that are brought? Romance novels! People love love. Seriously, the only problem you all have if it is either.

A) It's your favorite ninja.

B) The character's personality doesn't work well with the ninja.

C) It's yaoi/yuri (please get over that, it's not an issue)

D) The OC is actually a Mary Sue.

E) Romance isn't your thing (understandable)

If it's a character and her harem of ninja sex slaves (yuck) than you can be mad. If not, suck it up.

**What makes an actually Mary Sue?**

They're overpowered. They have no practically weaknesses. They can do the main character's jobs for them, but better. Everyone loves them because they have no flaws in their personality whatsoever.

Skylor can count as a Mary Sue because her element makes her extremely powerful. She seems to be a great fighter and has no struggles when it comes to fighting. That's why she's a Mary Sue. No other reason, just that.

I would even go as far to say Lloyd could be a Mary Sue except, despite being the most powerful ninja in all of Ninjago, he can still get his arse handed to him. His personality now that he's older is a little bland, but I've just learnt to ignore it. Anyway, Lloyd still loses to the ninja, his father and his uncle. That's why he doesn't really count as a Mary Sue.

I know certain things annoy people. But you're just stereotyping characters based on their appearance/status. It's wrong and by doing this you're only limiting yoursel to what you can read.

**What Makes a Great OC**

I'm not saying all OCs are good characters. Here is what makes OCs great.

**Character Development:**

My favourite part of reading. Seeing a character develop and change. Zane is considered to be the most favorite out of all the ninja. Do you know why? It's because our little nindroid in white is the character that has the most character development (in Season 2 anyway. They screwed up every character in some way after season 2). Without character development, the character isn't a Mary Sue, but they are very bland and boring.

**Plot Significance:**

Does that character actually need to be in the story or will the story make sense without the character? How well do they add to the plot? Do they make things interesting or not?

**Interactions:**

How do they interact with the ninja? There needs to be at least bit of tension and conflict, especially when they first meet. Have the ninja constantly point out a flaw they have or something like that. Have them tease the new member. Have them, after something bad happens, get mad and blame everything on the OC for a mistake the OC had made. They're allowed to get along, but it's really bland if there isn't anything there.

**Weaknesses and Flaws:**

If the character is good at one thing, make them bad at another. Great with long-ranged weapons? Make them suck at melee combat. My OC Riley is great when it comes to kicking, but her punches suck. She also is great when it comes to attacking but defense and evasion? Yeah, she sucks at that a lot.

Does the character have flaws with their personality? They need to have flaws (it's really great for character development). My OC Ashley has an ego bigger than Kai's. She believes she has no flaws, everyone else states her flaws in front of her. Her biggest flaw is her egotistical nature. Your character needs to have weak spots and a flawed personality if you want them to be considered an interesting character.

Now for a bit of story magic:

* * *

><p>"Well, well, well, look who knows how to dress themselves" Cole's remarked.<p>

"Ha ha" Jay rolled his eyes.

Jay was tightening his dark blue tie, giving himself a onceover in the mirror. He looked good. Jay was wearing a black tuxedo; a new one that he brought only recently. It was a little tight but it wouldn't cause a problem as long as he didn't have to fight anyone while he was out. Which he shouldn't, this was meant to be a nice, peaceful, relaxing date. No monsters, no bad guys to fight. Just a date.

This was the first, proper date Jay was going out on in years. He really did miss it, the excitement, the passion. Of course, he and his wife have been really busy. Heck, they barely had time to miss their old lifestyle, not with their new one taking up so much of their time. They hadn't thought about dating at all until recently.

"Daddy!"

Jay turned around to see a small girl with short, wavy black hair and bright blue eyes running towards him. He knelt the ground, wrapping an arm around the girl before picking her up. The child laughed with glee, wrapping her arms tightly around the lightning master and giving him a kiss on the cheek.

"Sakura, are you running away from your uncle again?" Jay asked.

"You're silly daddy. We're playing hide and seek" the girl replied.

Cole raised an eyebrow "is Kai it?"

"Uncle Kai is always it, he's a bad hider. Almost as bad as you, uncle Cole" Sakura giggled.

Jay and Cole laughed. Sakura's blue eyes shone with curiosity as she looked around the room, probably for a place to hide. She tugged at her father's sleeve, silently asking him to put her down and she ran behind the mirror. It wasn't long after that until Kai walked into the room, a small boy with black hair and blue eyes on his shoulders and a younger girl with chestnut brown hair and blue eyes clinging to his leg, wearing a huge grin.

"Hey, have either of you seen Sakura? We were playing hide and seek and she won" Kai said.

The boy huffed, "that's because I let you find me, uncle Kai."

"Yeah, you not that good of a finder" Mami grinned, "we have to help you."

"Hey, I'm babysitting you tonight, and if you don't be nice to me I'll ground you. Both of you" Kai joked.

Kenji didn't seem phased and just giggled, searching the room for his older sister. Mami smiled, she knew Kai was bluffing and instead decided to walk over and climb onto her other uncle, Cole. Kenji's eyes stopped on the mirror and lingered, but he continued looking. Cole leaned against the wall, subtly blocking the path to mirror to help out Sakura. Jay just smiled, he may have had less time with Nya, but he had no regrets. His two children were amazing and he couldn't think of his life without them in it and he didn't want to.

"I guess I should tell Nya you lost our daughter. She'll be so disappointed, we're not even gone and you lose our daughter already" Jay joked.

A muffled giggle came from behind the mirror and Kai instantly eyed the mirror. Smirking, he decided to go along with it and continued the whole charade.

"That's not fair, she'll ban me from visiting Sakura, Kenji and Mami. All because I can't find Sakura" Kai said.

"She's behind the mirror" Kenji whispered into his uncle's ear.

It was that moment that Sakura ran from behind the mirror and hugged at Kai's leg, grinning. Kai ruffled her hair making her laughed as she tried to climb onto Kai (who helped her) and wrapped his arms around Kai, giving him a kiss on the cheek.

"I was right here, uncle Kai. You're really bad at this game" she turned to her father "I wasn't missing, I was hiding. You can be really silly daddy."

"That's why he has your mother" Cole joked, "otherwise he'd be completely hopeless."


End file.
